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Law & Society Student’s Association Sepiember Issue

ABOUT OUR NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the February edition of the Law and

Society Students’ Association Newsletter! In this

newsletter, we bring you updates on legal news,

insightful recommendations and highlights of our
club activities and events.
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WHATSNEW FOR LANDS?

On Tuesday, August 26, the Law and Society
Students’ Association (LANDS) had the opportunity
to welcome incoming students to York University at
the LA&PS Club Orientation Fair. Members of the
LANDS executive team connected with prospective
students at the table, offering a space to ask
questions and learn more about the Law and
Society (LASO) program at York. !

By offering an overview of LASO at York, soon-to-
be first-year students could better understand the
program, easing the transition into campus life and
academics. The presentation introduced them to the
courses required in a LASO degree and highlighted
the endless course combinations possible.
Additionally, by engaging. with upper-year students,
new students gathered practical advice,
familiarizing themselves with the expectations of
such an interdisciplinary program!

Overall, the tabling event at the Orientation Fair
was a success! It was a wonderful way to kick off
the 2025-2026 school year, and LANDS looks
forward to continuing its support of first-year
students throughout the Fall and Winter semesters.

Additionally LANDS new co -presidents Diya
Solanki and Rebecca Sassine are leading LANDS
with fresh ideas, and are committed to making the
2025-2026 school year a great one.
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Birthright Gitizenship and the Vtth
Amendment

Birthright citizenship has been a vital aspect of
the fourteenth amendment within the United
States Constitutions since 1868. The f'(')uﬂ:egnth
amendment of the US constitution grants”
citizenship to all individuals born within the
United States and any children of immigrants born
in the United States regardless of their parents
status as immigrants. The Trump Administration
has been extremely critical of birthright citizenship
since Donald Trump’s first term as the president
of the United States in 2016.

His criticism of birthright citizenship has carried
through to his second term as shown in his
continuous efforts to end birthright citizenship.
The Trump administration has made efforts to
remove birthright citizenship through executive
orders such as executive order 14160 which aims to

President Trump signed a series of executive orders in the first hours of his term.
deny"- Credit: Doug Mills/The New York Times

...citizenship to any child of a mother and father who is unlawfully or temporarily l:}w'm].ly.liv’lgg in th%
United States. The fourteenth amendment aimed fo extend citizenship to individuals formerly enslaved: ..
When the amendment was ratified in 1868 there were not nearly as many undocumented immigrants in
the United States as there are in the present day.

The appeals court has ruled president’s trump order as unconstitutional. The district court ruled it to
be unconstitutional to deny citizenship to those born within a country. US district judge John C.
Coughenour was the first to block the order. Following US district judge John C. Coughenour blocking
the order three other federal judges blocked the executive order. The order was ruled as
unconstitutional by multiple district judges and criticized for the negative impacts that the removal of
birthright citizenship could have in traumatizing children during their development.

Cornell Journal of Law and Public Policy. (2025a, March 20).
https://publications.lawschool.cornell.edu/jlpp/2025/03/20/the-current-state-of-united-states-birthright-citizenship/

Frequently asked questions: Citizenship under 14th amendment. ACLU of Anzona (2025 August 6).
https://wwy.acluaz.org/en/frequently d-questions-citi der-14t
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VANGOUVER FILIPINO HERITAGE FESTIVAL

ATTAGKS AGGUSED MURDERER FOUND
MENTALLY FIT TO STAND TRIAL

SEPTEMBER 10, 2025

On April 26, 2025,.a horrific crime against the -

Filipino community was committed. Kai-Ji
Adam Lo, a 30-year-old man, rammed his truck
into a Filipino heritage festival in Vaneouver.
This violent act caused the deaths of 11 i)eople
and dozens of injuries. He was quickly charged
with multiple counts of second-degree murder,
including 31 additional charges in connection
with the other victims. He underwent a few
months of examinations to prove whether he
would be fit to stand trial.

psychiatrists were present, as well as the defence

Two forensic

lawyer Mark Swatz and the Crown prosecutor
Michaele Donnely, who presented their legal
arguments. On September 10th, 2025, a decision
was made. Provincial Court Judge Reg Harris
stated,
knows the nature and the consequences of the

“He’s able to conduct his defence. He

proceedings” (Bogdan, 2025). However, Isabel
Grant, a professor at the Allard School of Law
at the University of British Columbia, believes
the defence lawyer may still argue that Lo was
not criminally responsible due to mental illness,
even though he has been thoroughly examined.
The news brought hope to many in the
community that Lo will stand trial and the
community will receive the justice they deserve.

Bogdan, S. (2025, August 28). Canada’s top court won’t hear appeal in land dispute at Ontario’s Sauble Beach. Global News. https://globalnews.ca/news/11354304/canadas-top-court-wont-h ppeal-in-land-dispute-at-

THE SUPREME GOURT OF CANADA
DENIES APPEALS REGARDING
SAUBLE BEAGH'-Q"OWI:\IERSHIP

AUGUST 28, 2025

The Supreme Court of Canada denied many

appeals by the lower-court ruling for First
Nations’ ownership of a part of land on Saugeen
Beach in Ontario. The SCC returned part of the
land to the Saugeen First Nation in 2023. They
made this decision without providing a reason to
the public, sparking curiosity amongst many.
However, this is a huge victory for the Sugeen
First Nation as they feel proud to celebrate the
“history vindication” of their treaty rights
(Morris, 2025). Saugeen Chief Conrad Ritchie
describes the long fights they have endured to
return this significant piece of traditional
territory. Although the Saugeen First Nation
continue to feel disappointed in the unnecessarily
long time it took to have ,Ehelr land returned.
Nevertheless, they took action as E'L&ll. ey
changed the well-known ‘“Welcome to Sa

Beach” sign to “Welcome to Saugeen Beach”. This
change caused econfusion and disappointment
amongst tourists, as well as the mayor, who was
unaware and unnotified of the change. However,
this continues to be a win for the Saugeen First
Nation as the Canadian government finally

returns their traditional land.

References

ontarios-sauble-beach/

Morris, J. (2025, September 10). Canadian judge rules man fit for trial in Vancodver car ramming attack. AP News. https://apnews.com/article/vancouver-car-ramming-kaiji-adam-lo-trial-4302048f564253d9722d1563fc14f12b




AYA

BGr ou

. LANDS Team Recommendations
= Movies/Shows/Books/Podcasls

1 L=

Here’s a list of resources which have given our team an advantage and have

helped with course work/law school applicati(;i*:i":fﬁ ):

Article:

“Trinkner, R., & Tyler, T. R. (2016). Legal " Justice (Crimes, Trials, and
socialization: Coercion versus consent in an era s, Punishments) by Dominick
of mistrust. Annual Review of Law and Social ¥ Dunne

Science, 12, 417-439. e Describes legal cases and the
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci- decisions/verdicts that were

110615-085141 made
¢ Understanding and forming ideas around e This shines light on how

law ' legal standards are applied
¢ Relating the legal system to communities differently from case to case

and society

LSAT Prep:

The LSAT Trainer by Podcast:

Mike Kim ”The Daily Show” with Jon Stewart
Clear (Spotify)

Straightforward

Beginner-friendly * Humorous

“Test your e Insightful
knowledge” e Easy to understand political and legal

Reviewing fixed issues

strategies



https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-110615-085141
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-110615-085141



https://jobs-ca.technomedia.com/yorkuniversity/?_4x1F8B08000000000000FF6D8FC18E83201445FF8665830F4459B0988A4E5C35E98435B1820D1D0B0435A97F5F33B19B89FB734FCE8D21B646601492B1495C52EBDD7CB503EABB71B469599C11BCC49C9439D58019E49C82CE545E689C01C368FAB5EBB7F572F5C7DC070B6916B2FEA9D091B2004D14DBD198426FA7A99DED53C46DD68DA747B8C530CDCEDF4F8F0C304AA1337E79DEB6E27F26463428D84D6EFBA2542B0FCBE8A7ECD58B300C3639F37746D4B429CA2FA04D49D999480E15D4249719AB086F243DBF01A6A1D62632010000&offerid=12863
https://jobs-ca.technomedia.com/yorkuniversity/?_4x1F8B08000000000000FF6D8FC18E83201445FF8665830F4459B0988A4E5C35E98435B1820D1D0B0435A97F5F33B19B89FB734FCE8D21B646601492B1495C52EBDD7CB503EABB71B469599C11BCC49C9439D58019E49C82CE545E689C01C368FAB5EBB7F572F5C7DC070B6916B2FEA9D091B2004D14DBD198426FA7A99DED53C46DD68DA747B8C530CDCEDF4F8F0C304AA1337E79DEB6E27F26463428D84D6EFBA2542B0FCBE8A7ECD58B300C3639F37746D4B429CA2FA04D49D999480E15D4249719AB086F243DBF01A6A1D62632010000&offerid=12863
https://jobs-ca.technomedia.com/yorkuniversity/?_4x1F8B08000000000000FF6D8FC18E83201445FF8665830F4459B0988A4E5C35E98435B1820D1D0B0435A97F5F33B19B89FB734FCE8D21B646601492B1495C52EBDD7CB503EABB71B469599C11BCC49C9439D58019E49C82CE545E689C01C368FAB5EBB7F572F5C7DC070B6916B2FEA9D091B2004D14DBD198426FA7A99DED53C46DD68DA747B8C530CDCEDF4F8F0C304AA1337E79DEB6E27F26463428D84D6EFBA2542B0FCBE8A7ECD58B300C3639F37746D4B429CA2FA04D49D999480E15D4249719AB086F243DBF01A6A1D62632010000&offerid=12863
https://jobs-ca.technomedia.com/yorkuniversity/?_4x1F8B08000000000000FF6D8FBD6EC3201845DF8631FAF8B519585A68E529522266E4185C913A80B02D256F1F2B4A8656D9CFBD3AA7E4D2790528571FAADAD72EC5E5104634F4D314EABA46AF640B92B69C3902820802D4098BA5034C04A0F937DCBE43D2B7F497E39211872D7F61B92E4A9BE3277A7349413A8CAD78B2A5E621CC73B7848B2ADBAE9F76E77C2A795E62FAD99D31015473EFD37A396DCAFFECDAD661B0E47915B71A6B3BFDD68DBDDCAE83CAE3186AF48F1CC51A0E1A68A30DE6A661521A2DB4341F5F0208D60DBD0392505F7634010000&offerid=12386
https://jobs-ca.technomedia.com/yorkuniversity/?_4x1F8B08000000000000FF6D8FBD6EC3201845DF8631FAF8B519585A68E529522266E4185C913A80B02D256F1F2B4A8656D9CFBD3AA7E4D2790528571FAADAD72EC5E5104634F4D314EABA46AF640B92B69C3902820802D4098BA5034C04A0F937DCBE43D2B7F497E39211872D7F61B92E4A9BE3277A7349413A8CAD78B2A5E621CC73B7848B2ADBAE9F76E77C2A795E62FAD99D31015473EFD37A396DCAFFECDAD661B0E47915B71A6B3BFDD68DBDDCAE83CAE3186AF48F1CC51A0E1A68A30DE6A661521A2DB4341F5F0208D60DBD0392505F7634010000&offerid=12386
https://www.volunteertoronto.ca/networking/apply_now.aspx?view=2&id=945666
https://www.volunteertoronto.ca/networking/apply_now.aspx?view=2&id=945666
https://www.volunteertoronto.ca/networking/apply_now.aspx?view=2&id=951690
https://www.volunteertoronto.ca/networking/apply_now.aspx?view=2&id=951690
https://www.volunteertoronto.ca/networking/apply_now.aspx?view=2&id=951690
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Famous Legal Cases th_yough 2024

York Region District School Board v.
Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario
[2024] is a landmark case recently heard by the
Supreme Court of Canada (SCC). Acp.recedent
was set that the Charter is applicable to public
school boards per the Ontario Education Act.
The provincial government has jurisdiction over

this public institution. Union ETFO represented
two employees who were aggrieved about
differential treatment towards an

underperforming colleague, and got disciplinary P |l R T R
reprimands from the YRDSB. Since these

teachers noted workplace grievances in an online log, the principal ordered an IT inspection
of their personal emails and snatched the grievor’s laptop to photograph without consent.
That infringed their legal right to be secure against unreasonable search and seizure from
section 8 of the Charter. The SCC majority referred to R v. Collins [1987] about illegal
evidence obtained by a police officer. An arbitrator dismissed the ETFO respondent’s claim of
an unwarranted privacy breach. However, the SCC majority deemed this an error of law
without acknowledging the extent of curtailing a constitutionally protected right to prlvacy
The SCC determined that judicial review on a correctness standard is aparopn te.
means that Canada’s highest general court of appeal overturned an administrative decisio n to
substitute its own judgement on a constitutional law question.

H

References

Wagner, L. M., Moser, A. A., & Son, A. (2024, June 28). Correctness for Charter questions? York Region District School
Board v. Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario. BLG Law Firm. https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2024/06/york-
region-district-school-board-v-elementary-teachers-federation-of-ontario

Zaramian, A. (2024, November 30). York Region District School Board v Elementary
Teachers’ Federation of Ontario: The Application of the Charter to Ontario School Boards. Osgoode Hall Law School: The
Court. https://www.yorku.ca/osgoode/thecourt/2024/11/30/york-region-district-school-board-v-elementary-teachers-

federation-of-ontario-the-application-of-the-charter-to-ontario-school-boards/
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https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2024/06/york-region-district-school-board-v-elementary-teachers-federation-of-ontario
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2024/06/york-region-district-school-board-v-elementary-teachers-federation-of-ontario
https://www.yorku.ca/osgoode/thecourt/2024/11/30/york-region-district-school-board-v-elementary-teachers-federation-of-ontario-the-application-of-the-charter-to-ontario-school-boards/
https://www.yorku.ca/osgoode/thecourt/2024/11/30/york-region-district-school-board-v-elementary-teachers-federation-of-ontario-the-application-of-the-charter-to-ontario-school-boards/
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Nestlé¢ss effect on Indigenous communities:
Water for Profil

Companies such as Nestlé extract water from
Indigenous areas in order to fuel their production.
When looking from a legal perspective it raises
significant issues related to systematic ‘inequality,
consent, and S!)verelgnty In Canada, federal law
mandates consultation with Indigenous people yet
water access is governed by the provinces legal
systems which neglects duty and fl_‘equently fall
short of protecting Indigenous rights, erecting
obstacles that allow exploitation to go on.

Key Barriers:

¢ Lack of Recognition of Indigenous: Indigenous
population do not have legally recognized
ownership of the groundwater beneath their
land in many jurisdictions. Their legal ability to
stop corporations from utilizing water is
restricted since -they lack clear ownership or
water rights.

¢ Permitting Processes: Businesses such as Nestle
frequently acquire permits from provincial
governments without obtaining Indigenous
peoples’ free, . prior and informed consent
(FPIC), which is a fundamental element of
international law (UNDRIP).

e Weak Enforcement of Environmental Laws:
Even when there are limitations on
environmental restrictions, they tend to not be
strictly enforced particularly in isolated or
underprivileged areas.

Reference

e The Guardian: Nestlé’s extraction vs. Six
Nations’ water crisis (The Guardian)

¢ Business & Human Rights reporting on
volumes, legal duties, and fee inequities
(Business & Human Rights Resource Centre)

. Legal.Challenges and Advocacy:
Permits and xtr}lctlon rights are
increasingly belng con'tested in court by
Indigenous organizations. For example, the

Six Nations of the Grand River, have .
.demanded greater say over the exploitation
of resources on their land as-well as
compensation.

e  Policy Reform: Some provinces, like

British Columbia, have begun
incorporating UNDRIP into their
legislation, which could strengthen
Indigenous claims and decision making

] power.

L Public Pressure: Governments are
being pressured to revisit outdated
water licensing policies/regulations
from activism, media attention, and

consumer boycotts.
Exploitation will go on as long as

Indigenous sovereignty and water rights

are not legally acknowledged and upheld.

Legal reform is necessary, not optlonal for

change to e-_l_li_].q(le

]

¢ Council of Canadians on FITFIR system failures

and advocacy-solutions (The Council of
Canadians)

ST


https://www.theguardian.com/global/2018/oct/04/ontario-six-nations-nestle-running-water?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/while-nestl%C3%A9-extracts-millions-of-litres-from-their-land-residents-have-no-drinking-water/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

